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Overview and Rationale

Journalism students must understand the basic points of a news article.

Goals for Understanding

· What questions does the reader want answered?

Who, what, when, why, and how are the questions that need to be answered.

· What order should the questions take?

Who, what, when, why, and how is usually understood to be the correct order.

Overviews and Timeline

   Activity 1 (one 50-minute class)

· Read a story on the front page of the Starkville Daily News or another paper.  Identify the elements listed above by highlighting each element.  Make a key on another page of your own paper indicating which color highlights which question.

· Take turns asking class members to identify answers to specific questions.  Place the questions in a different order.  Discuss how effective the new order is.

   Activity 2 (one 50-minutes class)

· Take turns identifying the answers to each of the questions in Activity 1.

· Break into small groups.  Select another news article from the SDN or another 

      paper.

· Highlight the answers to the questions discussed above.  Write the title of the 

      article and the author on each person’s piece of paper.  Write the answers to each 

question on each person’s piece of paper.  Don’t forget to enclose the title in 

quotation marks.

